Toxic shock syndrome in scalded children.
Five patients showing clinical signs resembling the 'toxic shock syndrome' presented over a 4-month period at the Wessex Regional Burns Centre. Toxin-producing isolates of Staphylococcus aureus were made from wound swabs in four of the five patients. Four different phage types producing four different toxins were observed. Seven other patients yielded staphylococci from wound swabs but did not develop the toxic shock syndrome. In three of these latter patients the staphylococcus isolated was toxin producing. Since the syndrome carries a significant mortality risk it is desirable that it is recognized and treated without delay. To this end a simplified set of criteria for the identification of probable toxic shock syndrome cases is proposed. The observations suggest that toxic shock syndrome is more common than previously supposed. The syndrome may show a broad spectrum in its clinical presentation, and involve a wide range of staphylococcal phage types with possible involvement of several different enterotoxins.